
Name: ______________________________________________________ Date: ______________ Block: _____ 
 

Flowers for Algernon – Student Packet 
 

Charlie Gordon is a real, living human being. Charlie is also a science experiment. Scientists are studying 
intelligence and its importance. Through a series of progress reports, Charlie will gain intelligence and have to 
face the realities of this experiment. He will befriend Algernon, a lab mouse, who is also going through these 

changes. Charlie shows the reader that being different, and maybe not as intelligent, isn’t a bad thing. 
 

1. Before You Read: 
a. Complete the Pre-Reading Activity at the bottom of this page. 
b. Define the terms on Activity 1, using a dictionary or electronic device. 

 
2. Follow along with the recording of Flowers for Algernon as it is read to you.  

a. As you are reading, note the changes Charlie and/or Algernon are experiencing in Activity 2. 
 
3. When the story is finished, complete the activities below: 

a. Activity 3: Writer’s Eye Activity 
b. Activity 4: Spell Checker Activity 
c. Activity 5: Stem Activity 
d. Activity 6: Before and After Activity 
e. Activity 7: How and Why Activity 

 
4. When you have completed all activities, you need to turn in your completed activities, and complete the 

Flowers for Algernon Test. 
a. You ARE allowed to use the book, but not your notes or completed activities. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Pre-Reading Activity: Answer the following prompt on the lines below. You should write until you fill the 
entire section. 
 

Which is more important, intelligence, beauty, or popularity? Why? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Flowers for Algernon – Activity 1 
Define the vocabulary words below using a dictionary or electronic device. 

 
1. laboratory:  

2. unconscious:  

3. contribute:  

4. shrew:  

5. maroon:  

6. accomplish:  

7. advise:  

8. petition:  

9. acquire:  

10. ignorance:  

11. justified:  

12. equivalent:  

13. impaired:  

14. introspective:  

15. prediction:  

16. shrew:  

17. intelligence:  

18. sensation:  

19. oversensitive:  

20. technique:  

21. amnesia: 



Flowers for Algernon – Activity 2 
As you are reading, fill in the chart each time you notice changes about Charlie and/or Algernon. You need to 
fill the entire chart. There are more progress reports than there are boxes. Fill them with the biggest changes. 

 

Date Changes for Charlie Changes for Algernon 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
 



Flowers for Algernon – Activity 3 
Writer’s Eye: Rewrite the following excerpts from Charlie’s Progress Reports. Correct any grammar and spelling 

mistakes you find. Yes, you MUST rewrite the entire paragraph! 
 

1. progris riport l-martch 5 1965  
Mr. Strauss says I shud rite down what I think and evrey thing that happins to me from now on. I dont 
know why but he says its importint so they will see if they will use me. I hope they use me. Miss Kinnian 
says maybe they can make me smart. I want to be smart. My name is Charlie Gordon. I am 37 years old 
and 2 weeks ago was my brithday. I have nuthing more to rite now so I will close for today. In 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. progris riport 4-Mar 8  
Their going to use me! Im so exited I can hardly write. Dr Nemur and Dr Strauss had a argament about it 
first. Dr Nemur was in the office when Dr Strauss brot me in. Dr Nemur was worryed about using me but 
Dr Strauss told him Miss Kinnian rekemmended me the best from all the people who she was teaching. I 
like Miss Kinnian becaus shes a very smart teacher. And she said Charlie your going to have a second 
chance. If you volenteer for this experament you mite get smart. They dont know if it will be perminint but 
theirs a chance. Thats why I said ok even when I was scared because she said it was an operashun. She said 
dont be scared Charlie you done so much with so little I think you deserv it most of all. 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Flowers for Algernon – Activity 4 
Spell Checker: Correct the misspelled words below. 

 
1. shud:  

2. rite:  

3. faled:  

4. skared:  

5. pockit:  

6. happind:  

7. acheve:  

8. intelek:  

9. operashun:  

10. nuthing:  

11. pepul:  

12. dint:  

13. argament:  

14. hospitil:  

15. becaus  

16. laffed:  

17. practis:  

18. lerned:  

19. factery:  

20. practise:  

21. lesin:  

22. sholder  

23. discoridged:  

24. memary:  

25. bandijis:  

26. natcher  

27. intristed  

28. brede  

29. experament  

30. amazed  

31. rekemmended  

32. perminint 

 



Flowers for Algernon – Activity 5 
Stem Activity: Complete the stem activity below. 

 
medic: medicine 
ment: mind 
script: to write 
sens: sense 
ab: from; away from 
ex: out; beyond; away from; former 
extra: outside 
il: not 
un: lack of 
 
Directions: Use the stem words above to help you complete the following sentences, using vocabulary words 
from the word bank. 
 
unable   illiterate   extracurricular   excel    determine 
sense    script    abnormal    medicinal   mental 
 

1. A person would have the quality of being ______________ if he/she treated people with diseases. 

2. One might be able to _________________ the boundary of a region on a map if they have spatial 
intelligence. 

3. One can feel or ___________ rhythm if they have musical intelligence. 

4. Someone that likes to think has a large _____________ capacity. 

5. Someone who is lacking in athletic ability may be ___________ to play football well. 

6. Someone might be involved in ______________ activities that occur outside the hours of school. 

7. Someone far away from having a “normal” intelligence might be considered ____________. 

8. If someone is not able to read, they are ___________________. 

9. Someone who writes a _______________________ might be considered a doctor of some kind. 

10. Someone _____________ if they go beyond expectations 

 



Flowers for Algernon – Activity 6 
Before and After: Compare and Contrast “Dumb” Charlie to “Smart” Charlie in all of the aspects below. Please 

use specific page numbers as your evidence. 
 

 



Flowers for Algernon – Activity 7 
How and Why: Using information from the story, answer the following “how” and “why” questions.  

The answers should be in complete sentences. 
 
1. How did having little or no intelligence affect Charlie’s feelings, emotions, and perceptions? 

2. Why did Miss Kinnian feel that Charlie was the best candidate for the operation? 

3. Why were Charlie and Algernon subjected to the same tests? 

4. How did the operation affect Charlie’s intelligence and his personality? 

5. How did the operation affect Charlie’s relationship with people surrounding him? 

6. How did the doctors know that the operation was not going to be permanently successful? 

7. Why might an intelligence-altering operation be unethical or risky? 

8. Why did the doctors not want Charlie to see Algernon after the surgery? 

9. How did Charlie’s friends react to his becoming smarter? 

10. How was knowing what the outcome would be difficult for Charlie? 


